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circumstances distinguished, and such information is only fiagmentary We lose sight of the unnamed seething multitudes by whose desires and by whose hatreds the stieam of events was tiuly guided The party of revolution was as vaiious as it was wide Powerful wealthy men belonged to it, who were politically dissatisfied, ambitious men of rank, whose money embarrassments weighted them in the race against their competitois, old oificeis and soldieis of Sylla, who had spent the fortunes which they had won by violence, and weie now trying to bung him back from the dead to renew their lease of plunder, ruined wietches without number, bioken down with fines and pioscnptions, and debts and the accumulation of usurious inteiest Add to these "the dangerous classes," the natural enemies of all governments paincides, adulteieis, thieves, foigeis, escaped slaves, bugands, and pirates who had lost then occupation , and, finally, Catiline's own chosen comiades, the smooth-faced patrician youths with curled hail and redolent of perfumes, as yet beaidless 01 with the fiist d&wn upon their chins, wearing scarfs and veils and sleeved tunics reaching to their ankles, industrious but only with the dice-box, night watchers but m the supper rooms, in the small hours before dawn, immodest, dissolute boys, whose education had been in learning to love and to be loved, to sing and to dance naked at the midnight orgies, and along with it to handle poniards and mix poisoned bowls J
l This description of the young Roman aristocracy is given by Cicero m his most powerful vein " Poatremum autem genus eat, uon solum numeco, verum etlam genere ipso atque vita, quod proprmm eat Oatilmte, de ejus delectu, immo vero de complexu ejua ac emu, quos peso capillo, nitidoa, ant unberbes, aut beno barbatoa, videtis, manicatis et talaribna tumcis, velis aruictos, non togia quorum omnis mduatna vitm et vigllandi labor in antelacanifl cosms expronutur In his gregibus oiniies aleatures, omnea